PO Box 425

MAYLANDS

W.A. 6931

15 June, 2020

Commissioner Andrea Mason

Royal Commission into Violence, Abuse, 

Neglect and Exploitation of People with Disability

GPO Box 1422

Brisbane

Queensland

Dear Ms Mason


Submission to the Royal Commission concerning an Indigenous Person
On the ABC program, “The Drum” Commissioner Andrea Mason made a heartfelt appeal for Indigenous people to submit their personal experiences to the Royal Commission. Although I am not Aboriginal, the enclosed submission is made on behalf of a dear friend of mine who died defending the rights of Indigenous people like himself with special needs.  

My friend and comrade's conflict with authorities in Darwin is recounted in my UWA doctoral thesis, “Aboriginal Fringe dwellers in Darwin: cultural persistence or a culture of resistance” which is based on my field work with homeless Aboriginal people in 1996 and 1997 (extract included in submission). 

My short essay, “Gojok's search for home”, also included in the enclosed report, describes how Bob Bunduwabi history of Hansen's Disease, previously known as Leprosy. After years in Darwin's East Arm Leprosarium, Bob spent the final 14 years of his life camping in bushland around Darwin, during which time he made his complaint to the NT Anti-Discrimination Commission. The case was in process up to his death in January 1997.

Bob's plight is illustrated by a short DVD compiled from television news reports (disk attached).

Although it is too late to help Bob Bunduwabi, it is hoped that his story will be preserved among the records of the Royal Commission as the experience of one man who was prepared to die for the cause of Aboriginal advancement, particularly for those with special needs.

After his death, his family gave permission to use his full name, but he is culturally more usually referred to by his “skin” name of “Gojok”.
Yours sincerely,
Dr William B Day

PS. Bob Bunduwabi's story is also recorded on my website www.drbilldayanthropologist.com
